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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Friends:
I regret starting the New Year with the sad
news that PPA&A past-President Tony di Milo
passed away on December 16th. Tony served
as Board president twice: 1977-1982 & 19951999. He was a passionate supporter of the
PPA&A and he will be greatly missed. A
memorial is being planned to be held at the
Playhouse in January.
Please check our
website for details.
Recently, your Board has voted to give
Emeritus standing to past presidents of the
PPA&A as a way to thank them for their
service to our organization and keep them
involved. This new standing will also free up
seats on the Board of Directors, allowing more
people to come and join us! Please see RJ
Muehlhausen’s article inside with more
information about running for a board position
in the coming election.
I am most excited to report that we are back
on track with the Ralphs Community Program!
If you shop at Ralphs (or at any of their related
companies) and have a rewards card, you can
link your card to the PPA&A and we will
receive a quarterly contribution from Ralphs.
You can sign up online OR take the enclosed
flier with barcode to your local Ralphs (or other
related market). This is an easy, painless way
to make a contribution to the PPA&A treasury.
Thank you Jeanne Joe for being the FIRST
alumna to contribute to the PPA&A through the
Ralphs program.
The annual Brunch will be here in a blink of
the eye. Why wait to make your reservations?
Call your friends, make your plans. The form is
inside! We can’t wait to see you!!
Wishing you all a very Happy and Healthy
2012!

Valerie	
  

ARCHIVES: Sept/ The new laptop has been a

Cash Flow Statement
Ending November 30, 2011
Balance Brought Forward

$8,383.07

INCOME:

Regular members
Life membership
Directories
Donations
Bank interest
Total Income

8
2
4

260.00
225.00
14.00
.98
$ 904.98

LIAISON: Oct/ South Street exceeded its goal in

405.00

Newsletter – October
Brunch 2012 deposit
New Constitution Expenses
Update of award plaques
Printing of standing rules

Ending Balance 2/28/11

WEBSITE/TECH: Sept/ To read our upcoming

email version of the Newsletter, members would
have to log in because it would not be open to
the public. Nov/ Ross would like to update the
website with material from the archives.

EXPENDITURES

Total expenditures

great help in the archives Oct/ Ross Clark has
donated a DVD player so those who take the
tours can view our historical DVD. > Since the
Directory has become increasingly expensive to
produce, we might consider printing it less often.

404.66
200.00
459.18
80.48
9.79
$ 1154.11

ticket sales. > There has been some discussion
of replacing the 675 seats in Mainstage. Nov/
Blues for an Alabama Sky ticket sales have
exceeded the goal by over $160,000. > Amahl
and the Night Visitors and The Nutcracker will
play during December. Art will be presented
January 24 through February 1. The Gala on
May 19, 2012 will be held at the home of
Stephen Bennett in San Marino.

$8133.94

Board Minutes Excerpts
All meetings were held in the Playhouse third
floor conference room.
September Absent –Kim O’Rourke, RJ Muehlhausen,
Charlyn d’Anconia, Eric Johns, Marje Cates, Jaclyn
Palmer, Jack Scott.
October Absent – Kim O’Rourke, RJ Muehlhausen,
Lenore Almanzar, Ross Eastty, John McElveney,
Jack Scott.
November Absent – Kim O’Rourke, Charlyn
d’Anconia, Marje Cates, Ross Eastty, Jaclyn Palmer.
PRESIDENT’S STATEMENT: Oct/ Valerie has

appointed Ross Clark to the Board of Directors.
> The Emeritus section has been added to the
Standing Rules and was distributed to the
Board. Next June the past presidents will not run
for office. Nov/ With no meeting in December
we could lose momentum, therefore, Valerie has
asked that the Board review the new calendar
and take care of required business.
SUMID SCHOLARSHIP: Nov/ RJ reported that

because the nation’s economy is static right
now, the Sumid Fund investments have not
earned very much. The scholarship application
will appear on our website January 1, 2012.

NEWSLETTER: Nov/ The next issue will go out

after Christmas for both the email and the paper
version.
MEET & GREET: Nov/ Jack wants to do a

presentation during the second week of the run.
He and Charlyn could do it together.
It was decided that to
help our low treasury level, we need to increase
the membership dues. Those who order the
email version of the Newsletter will pay $35.00.
Those who choose to have the paper version
mailed to them will pay $45.00. Life membership
will increase to $125.00. The late fee will remain
at $5.00. The dues form in the newsletter will
reflect these changes.
NEW BUSINESS: Oct/

OLD BUSINESS: Oct/ The problem with the

bequest left to us by Robert Turturice is that we
have no space to house this extensive
collection. The executor of his estate will have to
catalogue the items before we could sell them
for the benefit of the PPA&A.
The next meeting of the Board will be on
Monday, January 23, 2012 at 7:00pm in the
Playhouse third floor conference room
NEVA WALLACE
Secretary
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We Get Mail

Emailing the Newsletter

I just celebrated my 44th Anniversary in
broadcasting!
On my Hall Of Fame Legends Series site I
interview the Legends of the Industry, and they
awarded me the ‘American Disk Jockey Award’ as
‘America's Top D.J.’ I was truly surprised and
humbled by it.
A couple of weeks ago I sent in my application
and payment to join the Playhouse Alumni &
Associates.
JONNIE KING (JIM EDWARDS) ‘64
St. Louis, MO

I would prefer to receive the newsletter via email
or on the website. Paper storage is an ongoing
problem for me! It will be much simpler to read
and save online! Thanks for asking.
JOAN PLEMMONS AS
Casa Grande AZ

Hello PPA&A. I just received my Fall issue of
Stage Whispers and congrats on the new web site
and emails. I would like to get the newsletter via
Email at robert@rmeadphotography.com. Keep
up the good work.
ROBERT MEAD '69
West Hills, CA

Thanks for running my info. There may be a few
of us old folks left who will enjoy it and remember
those days. It may encourage others to share as
well and that would be fun.
Bye for now.
JOY BOEHM (Brown) Worrell ‘62
Fortuna, CA

Just an update: Very much still kicking in the
provinces. Just closed Grey Gardens at freeFall
Theatre in St. Pete, Florida as Major Bouvier. In
rehearsal now for August: Osage County for
American Stage as Beverly. At 65, with 45 years
making a questionable living in the business, I am
still passionate about the process...and the work.
It began at PP (64-66). Some said I wouldn’t
make it... well, the theatre is a magical place.
Cheers to all.
MICHAEL EDWARDS
Orlando, FL

Lisa Lu recently worked on a Chinese film
directed by a Korean director based on the
French novel Dangerous Liaisons.

This is the first issue of the newsletter that is
being emailed to members with an email
address on file with us. We are doing this for
several reasons, as well as to save money on
mailing and printing costs and soon we want to
be able to add photos to the email version of
the newsletter, something that would be cost
prohibitive in a printed version.
And that brings us to your participation. If you
have stories or photos you would like to share
with your alums you can send them to Ellen
Bailey at ebailey@ppa-a.org and we will scan
any photos you send for use in the newsletter
and we might even use some on the Alumni
and Associates WEB site. If you have the
photos already scanned then you can email
them directly to Ellen at the same email
address.
Another benefit for receiving the newsletter by
email is you will receive it sooner than mailed
copies. The email version will be sent out the
day the newsletter goes to the printer. If you
didn't get this newsletter by email it probably
means you don't have an email address on file
with us. Just send your email address to
vamidon@ppa-a.org and tell Valerie you want
your newsletter emailed!
We also have another resource that you can
use to let your fellow classmates know what
you are doing and that is our new website. In
addition to letting you know what is going on at
the Playhouse and with the Alumni organization we are happy to help promote the
shows you are doing. Terrence Beasor's
show at Edgemar Center for the Arts in Santa
Monica was promoted on our front page in
November and December. What a great way to
let us know what you are doing and build an
audience too.
Send any particulars to our Web Master Ross
Clark at rclark@ppa-a.org and you too can
have a spot on our Web site. Check out the
Web site often for the latest happenings at the
Playhouse.
Point your browser to www.ppa-a.org or
www.pasadenaplayhousealumniandassociates
.org.
Ross Clark
Webmaster
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First and Foremost
Excerpts from LA Times Oct 5, 2011

By Mike Boehm

The Los Angeles ensemble Antaeus made a
mistake in announcing that its production of
Peace in Our Time by Noel Coward would be
the U.S. premiere of a piece first staged in
London in 1947. In it, Coward imagined how life
would have gone if the Nazis had conquered
Great Britain during World War II.
Valerie Reynolds, who read our report on
Peace in Our Time alerted us that the Pasadena
Playhouse has Antaeus beat by more than half a
century.
Reynolds said she was 15 when she showed
up for an audition and director Barbara Vajda
took her under her wing, casting her as a girl
who frequents the pub Coward used as a
microcosm of England under Nazi rule.

Reynolds stuck with acting, studying at
Pasadena City College and the Pasadena
Playhouse School of Theatre Arts. She says
she had a singing role in Untamed Youth, a
1957 film starring Mamie Van Doren, and played
a recurring character in Capitol, a 1980s CBS
soap opera set amid the political intrigue of
Washington, D.C.

Next at the Playhouse
ART
By Yasmina Reza
Translated by Christopher Hampton
Directed by David Lee

The International Tony Award-Winning Smash Hit
January 24-February 19

What is more valuable - good art or good
friends? Serge (Michael O’Keefe), Marc (Bradley
Whitford) and Yvan (Roger Bart) are about to
find out. When Serge drops a small fortune on a
controversial painting, the sparks (and words)
begin to fly as each experience the dire consequences of adhering to one's taste in art. This
acclaimed international hit will be directed by
nine-time Emmy Award-winner David Lee. David
has directed many of The Playhouse's biggest
hits, including Can-Can, Light Up The Sky and
Camelot.

HERSHEY FELDER COLLECTION
Written and Performed by Hershey Felder
Directed by Joel Zwick
A visit to Times archives turned up a review,
dated July 15, 1950, and headlined “Coward
Play Impresses.” The playhouse mounted Peace
in Our Time on its main stage as part of its 16th
annual Midsummer Drama Festival, and critic
Katherine Von Blon threw bouquets: “… a story
filled with heartbreak, over which the indomitable
courage of dust-doomed humanity rises
exultantly through the sheer passion of spirit. ...
Vajda’s sympathetic grasp … and her
professional direction of the cast of 40 resulted
in a genuine tour de force.”
1950 was a big year for Coward in Pasadena:
The Times in November noted that Vajda’s
playhouse staging of one of his more
representative comedies, Present Laughter, was
that play’s ‘western premiere.’
Reynolds couldn’t remember her character’s
name -- but she said that one of her scenes in
Peace in Our Time involved throwing money at
a bartender for refusing to serve her a drink.

Monsieur Chopin (February 28 -March 7)
Maestro: Leonard Bernstein (March 10-18)
Lincoln- An American Story (March 27-April 7)
Hershey Felder returns to The Pasadena
Playhouse by popular demand. Last season he
entertained Playhouse audiences with his
amazing performance of George Gershwin
Alone and now two of Felder's "Composer
Collection" hit shows will make their Playhouse
debuts followed by a World Premiere.
In his newest production, Lincoln - An American
Story, the final night in Abraham Lincoln's life is
told through the eyes of Dr. Charles Leale, the
young medical student who was in attendance
on the evening of that fateful performance at
Ford's Theatre in Washington, D.C., and found
himself at the center of American history as he
unfolds his story of tending to Lincoln in his final
hours. Lincoln - An American Story will be
performed in front of a 45-piece symphony
orchestra for this special engagement.
Stage Whispers
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What They’re Doing Now
Hovey Burgess
graduated with a BTA
from the Pasadena
Playhouse (1964). He
is currently a master
teacher of graduate
acting at in the Tisch
School of the Arts at
NYU, and somewhere
in between he became
a clown.
Although he has
taught at American Conservatory Theatre,
Julliard, Sarah Lawrence College and the
National Theatre School of Canada, he also
taught at Ringling Brothers and Barnum and
Bailey Clown College and is a past president of
the International Jugglers Association. Known as
one of the top authorities on the history of the
circus, he is the author of Circus Techniques and
the Dictionary of the Circus and has one of the
largest private collections of books about the
circus.
“My parents endured much anxiety and
suffering over what must have seemed at first a
capricious and clandestine affair – my love for
the circus. Had it not been for them, however, I
doubt that my earliest memories would be of
going to the circus. Indeed, it was my father who
showed me how to juggle three balls – my
mother showed me how to walk on stilts.”
-- Hovey Burgess
Interviews with Hovey can be found on the
Internet.
Ellen Bailey
<><><><><><><><><><>

Arthur Penson was
introduced to theatre
as a student at the
University of Victoria
before he joined
Bastion Theatre where
he combined acting
with design work. Then
he learned he’d been
awarded a full
scholarship to the
Pasadena Playhouse
and was made
assistant to the Technical
Director. In 1969 he worked at the Ashland
Shakespearian Festival in Oregon and he was
on his way. Following work in several theatres, a
Tyrone Guthrie Award and a grant from the
Canada Council allowed him to visit theatres

and production facilities in Europe and England.
Over a period of three years abroad he designed
shows at the Abbey Theatre in Dublin, The
Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, and several others
including Coventry, where he was Head of
Design
Offered two productions at the National Arts
Centre in Ottawa, he moved to Canada’s capital.
Finding it an agreeable city with renowned
museums, galleries and research facilities, Art
settled there in the late 1970s where he
designed several premieres for Ottawa’s Great
Canadian Theatre Company. In 1982 he
returned to Bastion Theatre, Victoria at the
request of the Artistic Director. Art also designed
many productions for numerous other
professional Canadian companies. After more
than 40 years of free-lance design work in sets
and costumes from coast to coast, Art and his
wife retired to Victoria. He continues to pursue
his many artistic interests and love of art, music
and theatre in Victoria’s prolific (but brutally
under funded) cultural life.
Facts taken from Biography, 2010

<><><><><><><><><><>

Jacksonville's
Players by the Sea, in
Jackson-ville, FL,
recently opened their
production of the
classic Eugene O'Neil
play, A Moon For The
Misbegotten. The
production was
directed by Gordon
Goede, the Founding
and Artistic Director of
Theatre Three Repertory Company in Fresno,
California.
Gordon earned his BA. degree in Speech and
Drama at Jacksonville University and did
graduate work at the Pasadena Playhouse.
Gordon has produced and directed in excess of
325 productions ranging from Broadway
musicals to Pulitzer Prize-winning comedies and
dramas including several notable opera
productions. He directed the highly acclaimed
production of La Boheme for the renowned
Music From Bear Valley Festival in Bear Valley,
California.
In October of 2000, The Fresno Arts Council
honored him with the Horizon Award recognizing
his years of excellence in service to the
community.

What are you Doing?
Stage Whispers
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Ralph’s Community Program

Living History

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find
information about the Ralphs grocery chain
program of Community Contribution. Ralphs is
owned by The Kroger Co. which is also the
parent company of the following grocery
markets:

Great strides are being made in the archives
with the computerization of our historical
material. Using our new database we have
already made close to 60,000 entries, but there
are still gaps because of missing programs and
pictures. Recently, Ken Rose brought in a box
of performance photographs, all new to our
collection. Thank you again, Ken.

Kroger
King Soopers
Dillons
Owen’s
Fry’s

Fred Meyer
City Market
Gerbes
QFC
Food 4 Less

If you don’t live near a Ralphs market, you can
participate in our fund raising project by
shopping at any of the above listed stores that
may be near you. Participation in this effort is
quite easy and a way for all of our members to
contribute to and be an active part of the
PPA&A.
For convenience, all information regarding this
program is also listed in the PPA&A website.
Happy shopping.
John McElveney

HOTHOUSE at the Playhouse
HOTHOUSE at the Playhouse was started in
2005 and since then has grown into an artistic
home where playwrights utilize the resource and
support of The Pasadena Playhouse. Each
project is tailored to the playwright’s need, and
aids the writer to grow in their work and process
in whatever way he or she needs.

“HOTHOUSE is vital to the continued success of
The Playhouse,” says Courtney Harper,
HOTHOUSE at the Playhouse Producer.
“Developing new work and nurturing the artists
who create it is imperative to the success and
longevity of art and culture in our society at
large.”
The upcoming project will be a reading of The
Commission by William Gucwa on January 18th
and 19th at 8PM in the Carrie Hamilton Theatre.
The story takes a voyeuristic look into the
formation and meetings of the Warren
Commission, the committee formed after the
assassination of JFK. There is no charge for the
performances, but reservations are necessary.

I know there are a lot more pictures and
programs out there. If you don’t want to put the
originals into our keeping, make copies and
email them to us at
archives@pasadenaplayhouse.org.
With your help we can make our collection as
complete as possible.
What do we need the most? Hopefully in the
future I’ll be able to put out an exact list, but
meanwhile anything from the 1960s. Also
records from the Playbox are very spotty.
All this couldn’t be accomplished without the
help of the crew of Friends that come and work
each week. And, of course, our guru, Ross
Clark, who set up and keeps improving the
database. Larry and Toby Fazio not only work
in the archives regularly, but also for the second
year have made a monetary donation to help
with our expenses. People who request services
and information also make donations. So we just
about keep our head above water.
A recent highlight was the visit of Gloria
Stuart’s granddaughter wearing a beautiful
brocaded dress that Gloria Stuart wore when
she attended Grace Kelly’s engagement party.
Her group was here to do some filming in
preparation for an upcoming documentary on
Gloria.
Ellen Bailey
Archivist
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PPA&A AWARDS: Now is the time to put on your thinking cap and send us the names of anyone you
think is deserving of receiving one of our annual awards. We don’t want to overlook anyone.
Just to remind you: the Man and Woman of the Year must have had some association with the
Playhouse as well as having created a credible career in a dramatic field. An association with the
Playhouse is not necessary for the Gilmor Brown award, but the winner must have been outstanding in
his or her chosen area of the theatrical world. The Keeper of the Flame award goes to a member who
has been dedicated to the welfare of the PPA&A and/or the Playhouse. Attendance at the Brunch is a
requirement for any award.
So fill in the blanks and let us know your thoughts:
I nominate ____________________________ for the ____________________________ award.
Signed _______________________________
Send to Chair Kim O’Rourke at Membership@ppa-a.org or to PPA&A, P. O. Box 291, Pasadena, CA
91102 ATTN: Kim O’Rourke, along with a bio or letter stating the basis for your nomination.

Mark Your Calendar

To the Future

Sunday, 10 June, we will again be at the
Marriott Courtyard on North Fair Oaks, in the
Huntington Room. I’m very pleased to tell you
that we will hold the pricing for 2012. With
everything seeming to rise in price, this is good
news. Oh yes, and the valet and self-parking
again will be only $5.00.

Shandon, CA
Earlier this month, Shandon High School’s tiny
theater program got a big donation from the
historic Pasadena Playhouse when Playhouse
archivist Ellen Bailey presented the Shandon
school with more than 200 scripts.

That yummy Filet of Salmon that many of us
enjoyed last Brunch will be on the menu. This
year’s other offerings are Tuscany Chicken and
for our vegetarians, Three Cheese Tortellini. It’s
a tough choice, but whatever you choose, you’re
sure to enjoy the luncheon. As always, if sauce
isn’t your thing, ask the wait staff to put it on the
side for you.
There will, of course, be our wonderful raffle
and if you have a raffle prize to donate, please
let me know. It’s almost never too late, so if
inspiration doesn’t strike right away, you can still
jump in by calling me.
You’re sure to be delighted by our awardees
this year, though we can’t tell you who has been
chosen till the next newsletter.
Good friends, good food, and a day in
Pasadena. What more could we ask for? Save
the date and send your reservation now. We
want you with us this year and every year.
Anne La Rose
Brunch Chair

“We’re constantly looking for scripts,” said
Shandon High drama teacher John Carroll,
noting that budding thespians use them for
auditions and scene studies. “This is a really
great gift.”
Carroll has been taking students on theater
tours of Southern California for about a decade.
Two weeks ago, he visited the Pasadena
Playhouse with eight of his 12 drama students.
“It’s important for the kids to experience … real
professional theater,” Carroll said, describing the
Playhouse as “a great theater training ground.”
Shandon High School now owns a piece of that
legacy: three plastic bags and two cardboard
boxes filled with scripts dating as far back as the
late 1800s. “Most of them (are) still being
performed by theaters today around the world,”
Carroll said.
— Sarah Linn
San Luis Obispo Tribune
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Ben Hur Drip Coffee and Chesterfield Cigarettes
will be served in the lobby during intermission.
Printed on the bottom of the 1931 Pasadena
Playhouse Commencement play program:
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Final Curtain
I was deeply
saddened when on
D e c e m b e r 2nd I
received a phone
call and email from
Bobby Ross (’57)
telling me of Bill
McKinney ’s (’58)
passing, the second
longtime pal of
Bobby’s and mine
whose passing we’d learned of in as many days.
	
  

Bill, his late brother Bob, Chi Rusak (’58),
Rudy Politano (’58) and me, and at least a half
dozen others, from time to time during our
Playhouse days had inhabited a forlorn relic,
ruefully dubbed Heartbreak House after George
Bernard Shaw’s play of this name. Bill was then
known as Heartbreak’s ‘decorator’ for his
penchant for smashing his fists through the
already crumbling plasterboard walls in his zest
for feeling a part.
	
  

Of all the would-be thespians who at one time
or another inhabited Heartbreak, Bill was hands
down the most successful in attaining his dream
to be a professional actor, as the following from
Bill’s Facebook page attests to:
	
  

“After Pasadena Playhouse he [Bill] moved on
to Lee Strasberg's Actors Studio, making his
movie debut in exploitation pic She Freak
(1967). For ten years he was a teacher at Cave
Spring Middle School. He made his television
debut in 1968 on an episode of The Monkees
and attracted attention as Lobo in Alias Smith
and Jones. It was the film Deliverance which
provided his breakthrough in 1972, and remains
his signature role.”
“He cemented his reputation as an onscreen
villain in the 1970s with appearances in Junior
Bonner, The Life and Times of Judge Roy Bean
and The Parallax View. It was with Clint
Eastwood that McKinney would become most
associated, appearing in many Eastwood films.
Other flims included Back to the Future Part III
(1990), and The Green Mile (1999). His many
TV show appearances included The Young
Indiana Jones Chronicles, Starsky and Hutch,
The A-Team, Murder, She Wrote and Columbo.
Bill was voted by readers of a major film
magazine, Best Movie Villain of All Time.”
“He filmed a Doritos commercial 2 weeks prior
to his passing, and he continued to work on his
biography with his writing partner. Hopefully
2012 will bring a publisher for the wild ride his
life was.”

“McKinney took up singing in the late 1990s,
eventually releasing an album appropriately
titled Love Songs from Antri, reflecting Don Job's
pronunciation of the infamous town featured in
Deliverance. The last time I saw Bill he
graciously gifted me with the CD, a selection
from which is the old standard When I Grow Too
Old to Dream. Bill, who died at age 80 never, but
never, grew too old to dream, or for that matter
to continue to pursue and attain that dream!”
Ron DiSalvo (’58)
Keeper of the Flame, 2000
Marina del Rey, CA

<><><><><><><><><><>

Alan Sues, who
found fame in the late
'60s for his zany
performances on the
free-form television
comedy Rowan &
Martin’s Laugh-In,
died December 1 in
his home in Los
Angeles. He was 85.
Alan was part of the
in-house crew of cut-ups that soared to fame in
Laugh-In along with two other Playhousers,
Ruth Buzzi and Jo Anne Worley. Even among
that group, Alan was known for his over-the-top,
kooky antics. His characters included Uncle Al,
the Kiddies' Pal, a children's entertainer who
routinely hit the bottle and Big Al, an effeminate
sportscaster more obsessed with ringing a bell
than announcing the day’s action.
He made his Broadway debut in the 1953 hit
Tea and Sympathy, directed by Elia Kazan. In
1966, he appeared with colleague Jo Anne
Worley in the Off-Broadway hit musical revue
The Mad Show. Producer George Schlatter
noticed his work and cast him in Edie Adams’
Las Vegas act and later Laugh-In.
Following his success on Laugh-In, Alan was
typecast as a crazy comic. But he did find some
critical success playing Professor Moriarty in the
1974 Broadway production of The Adventures of
Sherlock Holmes. In the 1990s, he portrayed the
elocution teacher in a touring production of
Singin' in the Rain. In 1998, he appeared in a
one-man show called Two for the Show.
After serving in the Army in WWII, Alan’s
veterans’ benefits enabled him to attend the
Pasadena Playhouse College.
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Curtain Call (cont’d)
Tony di Milo 1925
– 2011
To a few of you
who knew him as
To n y I a c o b u c c i ,
class of 1950, and
the rest of us who
came to know him
as Tony di Milo, it is
my sad duty to
inform you of his
passing on Friday,
December 16th, in
Los Angeles from complications resulting from a
gastrointestinal infection. A native of Cincinnati,
OH, who upon graduating from the Playhouse,
got his start at the Dunes Hotel in Las Vegas,
NV as stage manager for Minsky's Follies and
the Pinky Lee variety show. From there it was
back to Hollywood and a succession of minor TV
and film roles followed by a long association with
Leonard Freeman of Hawaii Five-O fame. In
later years Tony went on to pursue a successful
career as a real estate broker in Sherman Oaks.
Today, most of us remember Tony's long, long
run as President of the PPA&A and his efforts to
keep our alumni association together after the
initial closing of the Pasadena Playhouse, the
uncertainty of who (if anybody) would be allowed
to take over and try to re-open the institution,
and the emergence of David Houk and all the
twists, turns, and disappointments at 39 S. El
Molino that followed. Through it all and the
inevitable differences of opinion as to how and
why the PPA&A should continue to exist in the
future, Tony endured a triple bypass and was
eventually succeeded by Pete Parkin as
President of our association. Yes, there were
some who felt it was time for a change of
direction, but looking back over the last forty
years at all those who came forward to serve the
PPA&A, no one today would say Tony wasn't
devoted to our cause. He was one of us, an
alumnus of the Playhouse. I know. I was there.
And I, and all of us who knew him, shall miss
him.
R.J. Muehlhausen
Administrator
Tony was a good friend. He was the second
longest President of our organization. He gave
many years of himself to the PPA&A. Although
some people, at times, disagreed with his
direction, he always had the Playhouse and the
Alumni’s best interests at heart.
I will miss my friend.
Ross Eastty ‘58

Tony became president (again) by succeeding
me. He and I worked together several times on a
few PPA&A legal issues and a few in-house
problems. Tony was always a strong advocate
for the PPA&A. I will miss him.
John McElveney
Paul Kent, 80, a veteran
stage, film and television
actor who co-founded
the Melrose Theatre and
served as its artistic
director for many years,
died Oct. 7 at his home
in Los Angeles.
A New York native, Kent
trained as an actor at the Pasadena Playhouse
and with Sanford Meisner, eventually becoming
an assistant to the noted acting coach.
He and a group of partners formed the Melrose
Theatre in the mid-1960s, and over the decades
it became known for its regional stage
productions. Notable plays staged at the
Melrose included Tooth of the Lion, Father's
Day, Boy Meets Girl, Diary of a Madman,
Witnesses and others.
Besides acting in local theatrical productions,
Kent worked steadily on television with
appearances in such series as Mod Squad,
Marcus Welby, M.D., Lou Grant, T.J. Hooker,
Hotel, Falcon Crest and Star Trek II.
<><><><><><><><><><>

Just a note to let you know that my beloved
Bobby has passed. Keeping true to himself until
the very end, he shared his smile and a joke or
two. As Mark McAnlis so graciously expressed,
‘He was dearly loved and a joy to all.’
And that he truly was!
Jan Austin
Robert Colburn Austin was raised in Detroit,
MI and went in the service in 1941 for four and a
half years, stationed at Mather Field.
He graduated from the Pasadena Playhouse
(class of 1948) and also Cleo Radio School. He
became a disc jockey as KSDO in San Diego.
He was also featured on the morning radio show
with Jan and Bob. Later he moved to Oakland
where he was a broadcaster with KTVU
television.
When he retired he moved to Newport Beach
and finally Sacramento.
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PASADENA PLAYHOUSE ALUMNI & ASSOCIATES DUES NOTICE
NAME_____________________________________________CLASS YEAR _________
The year you graduated (or attended if you didn’t graduate) or the year you worked at the Playhouse.

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS_________________________CITY/STATE_____________________
PHONE __________________

CELL____________________

DUES: 1/1/2012 to 12/31/2012

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP

$ 45.00

$ ____________

EMAIL MEMBERSHIP

$ 35.00

$_____________

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

$125.00

$ ____________

See membership definitions
in the articles on page 2 and
page 3.

ZIP_____________-________

DONATION

$ ____________

For a 2011 Directory add $3.50

____________

TOTAL ENCLOSED
$ ____________
_____ Check here if you are a renewing life member and you would like this to be considered
a donation (for tax purposes).
Please remember we need to receive your dues by April 1, 2012
Payments received after April 1st are assessed a late charge of $5.00
MAIL TO PPA&A
P O Box 291
Pasadena, CA 91102-0291
PPA&A BOARD NOMINATION FORM
I, _______________________________________ declare my intention to run for the
office of ________________________________ for the term of 6/1/2012 to 5/31/2014.
and/or
I nominate ______________________________________________________ for the
office of ________________________________ for the term of 6/1/2012 to 5/31/2014.
Openings: EXECUTIVE BOARD President, 2nd Vice President, Recording Secretary
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 3 Positions
Nominations must be received by March 30, 2012
As 2011 draws to a close and we look forward to the New Year, another opportunity arises for those
of you who may have been thinking about running for a Board seat or an Executive position on the
PPA&A board. Beginning in January we will be accepting nominations for the 2012 PPA&A Ballot. We
have several positions available on the Board of Directors to be filled as well as the Executive offices
of President, Second Vice-President, and Recording Secretary to be decided. The elective term for all
these positions will be for 2 years. Your time investment is for one Monday night a month beginning at
7pm for about 2 hours on the 3rd floor Conference Room of the Playhouse. This is the time to speak
up, get on the ballot, get elected, and get involved.
Why not consider giving yourself a test run by sitting in as a guest at our next board meeting
January 23rd or use your new PPA&A Membership Roster and call or send anyone of our board
members an e-mail? We'll be happy to answer any of your questions. We want you to come down to
39 S. El Molino one night a month and have a say as to how we should spend our money, help us
with our archives, decide who to award scholarships to, write for our quarterly newsletter, contribute to
our new PPA&A website, maybe run a few Playhouse tours, or anything else your creative minds can
dream up. This is your time. This is YOUR alumni association.
RJ. Muehlhausen
Administrator
Stage Whispers
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PASADENA PLAYHOUSE ALUMNI & ASSOCIATES
59th ANNUAL BRUNCH
Reservation Form
SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 2012
11:00AM Mixer
Noon
Luncheon
1:00 PM Program

COURTYARD MARRIOTT
180 No Fair Oaks Avenue
Pasadena CA 91103

Huntington Room
$40.00 per person
$50.00 at the door
Valet or Self Parking $5.00

PAYMENT: make checks payable to: PASADENA PLAYHOUSE ALUMNI & ASSOCIATES
MAIL TO: Bridget Furiga, 17351 Chapparal Lane, Huntington Beach CA 92649
>>>> Mailed reservations must be received by May 19, 2012 <<<<
TICKETS will be distributed at the door.
>>>> Your cancelled check is your confirmation and receipt <<<<
No refunds can be issued after June 2, 2012
>>>>>CUT HERE SAVE ABOVE INFORMATION CUT HERE<<<<<
LAST NAME _________________________
CLASS YEAR_______ or ASSOCIATE YEAR __________
RESERVATION: (Please PRINT CLEARLY for name badge)
NAME: ____________________________________________________________

1 @ $40.00

ADDRESS: ________________________________________________ PHONE: _____________________
CITY/STATE: ____________________________________________________ ZIP: __________________
EMAILADDRESS: _______________________________________ FAX NUMBER: ___________________
ADDITIONAL TICKETS: Number: ________ @ $40.00

Amount$ ______________

NAMES OF SPOUSE, GUESTS, ETC. (Please PRINT CLEARLY for name badge. Attach list, if necessary)
_______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
TOTAL

$ __________________

I CANNOT ATTEND, but please accept my DONATION in the amount of $_____________
MENU: Please list NUMBER of each
_______ Tuscany Chicken

_______Filet of Salmon

_______ (Vegetarian) Three Cheese Tortellini

SEATING ARRANGEMENTS: Please check one
____ I WANT _____ TABLE(S) IN MY NAME ______________________________

(Each table seats 8)

TABLE NUMBERS WILL APPEAR ON YOUR NAME TAG
____ I will be sitting at _________________________________‘s table
____I will accept general seating.
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At the Playhouse
Starting January 24, 2012

ART

By Yasmina Reza
Directed by David Lee
Starring
Roger Bart
Michael O'Keefe
Bradley Whitford
The International Tony Award-Winning Smash Hit
What is more valuable - good art or good friends? Serge, Marc and Yvan are about to find out.
When Serge drops a small fortune on a controversial painting, the sparks (and words) begin to fly
as each experience the dire consequences of adhering to one's taste in art. Written by white-hot
playwright Yasmina Reza (GOD OF CARNAGE), this acclaimed international hit will be directed by
nine-time Emmy Award-winner David Lee. David has directed many of The Playhouse's biggest hits,
including CAN-CAN, LIGHT UP THE SKY and CAMELOT. ART plays on Main Stage January 24 to
February 19, 2012
Tickets for ART maybe purchased online, at The Pasadena Playhouse box office or by calling
626-356-7529.
*Use code: AEB20 to receive 20% off tickets. Offer valid through January 28, 2011. All seats are
best available. Offer not valid on previous purchases or with any other offer. Not valid in row D.
All tickets are subject to availability. Service and theatre restoration fees apply to all purchases.
Get your tickets now!

