
EXECUTIVE BOARD FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

On June 9th , 
nearly 180 alumni 
and associates, 
f r iends and 
family gathered 
at the University 
Club Pasadena to 

celebrate the 60th Anniversary Diamond Jubilee of our 
association, and celebrate we did!  Members traveled 
from as far as Alabama, Florida, New Jersey, Wyoming, 
Washington, Nevada and New Mexico to join the 
festivities.  

! This anniversary is a stunning achievement for an 
alumni association who has held together 44 years after 
its college closed.  That certainly speaks to the 
specialness of our school - we know the value of what 
was there and our shared memories of the College of 
Theatre Arts still bind us.  We’ve maintained this 
organization for 60 years of great ups and major downs 
and still have over 300 members in the U.S. and around 
the world!  That means something.  That means a lot.

! In this newsletter you’ll read more detailed accounts of 
our party.  It was a glorious event and extremely 
heartwarming to see so many friends come together and 
share this special day.   We honored  more than double 
the number of awardees this year, each with his or her 
own set of special talents trained and fostered by our 
school.  The ‘Wall of Fame’ was brought back to life and 
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Cash Flow Statement Ending May 31, 2013Cash Flow Statement Ending May 31, 2013Cash Flow Statement Ending May 31, 2013Cash Flow Statement Ending May 31, 2013

Balance brought forward from 2/28/13 $10,032.94

INCOME:
Annual memberships (5) $185.00
Life memberships (0) $0.00
Directory sales (2) $6.00
Brunch tickets (72) $3,240.00
Donations $810.00
Ralph' s Donation Program income $52.15
Bank interest (2/28, 3/31, 4/30, and 5/31) $0.97

Total Income $4,294.12

EXPENDITURES:
Donation to Pasadena Playhouse $1,500.00
Newsletter supplies $23.70
Postage fees - various $14.84
Web site maintenance $134.78
Expenses for new officer balloting $300.71
Supplies and decorations for 2013 brunch $505.71
Government fees for annual certifications $55.00
City fees for PPA&A plaque $73.13
Deposit for manufacture of PPA&A plaque $800.00

Total Expenditures $3,407.87

Ending balance 5/31/13 $10,919.19

Investment Fund Balance (Franklin Income Class A)Investment Fund Balance (Franklin Income Class A)Investment Fund Balance (Franklin Income Class A)Investment Fund Balance (Franklin Income Class A)

Balance as of 3/4/13 $53,170.21
Balance as of 6/7/13 $55,101.35

Gain/(loss) in Franklin Fund $1,931.14

From 2007 through this year 2013, the PPA&A 
scholarship program funded by a bequest from 
alumnus Hank Sumid has bestowed at total of     
$155,000.00 in  scholarships to needy drama students. 

The Sumid Scholarship awardees for 2013 are:

    Whitney Crowder, Actor - 
! Syracuse University
    Eduardo Ponce, Technician - 
! University of   California, Los Angeles
     Alyssa Rupert, Actor 
! American Musical  & Dramatic Academy
     Rose Strasen, Costume Designer - 
! California Institute of the Arts
     Sabrina Zain, Costume Designer - 
! Carnegie Mellon University

Our awardees responded with these notes of thanks:

I absolutely accept (your award) and am incredibly grateful.  
Thank you for such an honor.  
# Whitney Crowder

I would like to thank the Sumid Scholarship Committee for 
taking the time to review my application.  Thank you for 
everything.
# Eduardo Ponce

Thank you so much for bestowing the honor of receiving the 
Henry & Joyce W. Sumid Scholarship! I cannot express my 
deep appreciation and how much your generosity wi% help 
me stay in school and continue to pursue my dreams.
Thank you. 
# Alyssa Rupert

Thank you so so so much for awarding me this scholarship! 
It wi% make such a difference for my family.
# Rose Strasen

Thank you so much for this honor!  I am incredibly grateful.
# Sabrina Zain
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Thank you’s go to the following members for 
their recent donations:  

Carol Woodbury-Williams
(In Memory of Raymond Dean Williams)

Recent donations in support of the Brunch:
Lenore Almanzar

Valerie and Bob Amidon
Will Diaz

Toby Kaye and Larry Fazio
Bob and Bridget Furiga

Camille Franklin
Earl Holliman

James Kent
Marcella Meharg

Jack Scott

SUMID SCHOLARSHIP

2013 RECIPENTS
TREASURER’S REPORT



If you were in Cambria 
at the Pewter Plough 
Playhouse over the July 
4th weekend you could 
ha ve seen To n y 
M i r a t t i ( ‘ 6 9) in a 
return engagement of 
"Mark Twain -  At His 
Wit's End!".  Reviews  
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WHAT THE ALUMNI ARE 
DOING

credit Tony ... “a stunning, one-man play, Twain is 
artfully depicted as the affable raconteur and 
curmudgeon,   regaling audiences with humorous 
and colorful tales and unexpurgated opinions from 
his extraordinary life -- with so many of his satirical 
barbs highly resonant today! A captivating mix of 
insightful reflection and lively personal anecdotes! 
Miratti authentically captures the essence of Twain 
in his trademark white linen suit, specially made 
white wig, bushy mustache, unique vocal manner and 
presence, taking Cambria audiences back to another 
place and time!”  Congrats Tony!

The P layhouse Ga la 
Honoree  th i s year wa s 
Kathleen K. Johnson (’61). 
Her lo ve af f a i r w i th 
The Pasadena Playhouse began 
in her teenage years where she 
was a student at the Playhouse 
Col lege of Theatre Ar ts .  

Although she never pursued an acting career, she 
went on to be come a successful, Tony Award-
winning Broadway producer (Hair, Glengarry Glen 
Ross, The Best Man, The Lyons) and her latest Tony 
for Best Revival of a play Who's Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf, awarded the evening of our 60th Brunch. Her 
affection for The Playhouse has remained with her 
over the years and when the theatre was in need of 
financial support in 2010, Kathleen was a major 
factor in the matching campaign tied to the million-
dollar donation by Mike Stoller and Corky 
Hale Stoller. Congratulations on being the 
Playhouse Gala Honoree and adding another Tony 
Award to your collection!

took center stage to an amazing array of photos and 
items from the archives; it was definitely the show 
stopper.

! Our celebration was capped off with the dedication of 
the bronze plaque commemorating our school.  The 
plaque is located over the main stair that leads to the 
patio, and is attached to the exterior wall of the staircase 
that leads to the balcony level. You cannot miss it as you 
arrive at the Playhouse!  From now on, audiences and 
guests to our theatre will be informed of the wonderful 
school that once filled the courtyard and theatres that we 
know as the Pasadena Playhouse College of Theatre Arts. 

 The amazing 2013 Membership Directory is now 
available and information on obtaining a copy is given 
inside. Photographs of the Brunch are available for 
viewing and purchase at our photographer’s website; his 
address is also listed inside.   And we’re now working to 
set up access though the PPA&A website so that 
members can view the video of the whole party.  You’ll 
learn more about that soon.

!
My sincere thanks go to the many people who worked so 
hard to create a beautiful and exciting celebration.   It was 
a blast!

Valerie

President’s Message 
continued from page 1.

continued on page 10.



Christine Allen,  Lenore Almanzar,  Nicolas Altounian,  Bryce Altounian,  Liz Altounian,  Alexis Altounian,  
Arman Altounian,  Vandy Altounian,  Robert  Amidon,  Valerie Amidon,  Doris Arima,  Bob Artz,  Ellen Bailey,  

David Barber,  Brook Barish,  Robert Beecher,  Jr.,  Robert Beecher,  Sr.,  Curt Behlmer,  Anna Behlmer,  
Stacey Behlmer,  Rudy Behlmer,  Judy Jean Berns,  Matthew Bernstein,  Nat Bernstein,  Robin F. Bernstein,

Jim Bradford,  Darrell Brooke,  Jason  Burgess,  Ralph Burgess,  Tom Carota,  Marje Cates,  Mary Cavena,  Frank 
Chila,  Ross Clark,  Heather Clark,  Lindsey Clark,  Jennifer Clark,  Garret Combs,  Don Courtney,  Sandy 

Courtney,  Craig Curtis,  Charlyn d'Anconia,  Jodi Davis,  Karen Day,  Gabriel Dellutri,  Danny Devers,  Gene 
DeWild,  Will Diaz,  Carolyn DiPane,  Patt Diroll,  Elizabeth Doran,  Stella Doyle,  Sylvie Drake,

Letti Eastty,  Ross Eastty,  Peggy Ebright,  Michael Edwards,  Sheldon Epps,  Susan Eyraud,  Larry Fazio,
Toby Kaye Fazio,  Jack Fitzgerald,  Kenneth Fix,  Patricia Baker Fix,  Anne Fliotsos,  Lisa Freeman,  Julie Fritz,  

Bridget Furiga,  Robert Furiga,  Rae Worthy Gaeta,  Robert S. Gerlach,  Maedale Gongora,  
Aileen Koch Gordien,  Henry Gum,  Raymond Guth,  Nancy Guth,  Joan Hamaker,  Peter Hansen,  

Nikki Harmon,  Tom Hatten,  Virginia Hawkins,  Robert Hecker,  Jill Henley,  John  Henley,  Jacqueline Henley,  
Janice Reade Hoberg,  Ashley Aarons Hobson,  Earl Holliman,  Frank Hough,  Peter Hughes,  Shirley Hunter,  

Jeanne Joe,  Eric Johns,  Tod  Jonson,  Joyce  Jordan,  Casey Kamp,  Bonnie Kavelaar,  Roland  Kavelaar,  
Dr. Jim Kenega,  Dr. James Kent,  Anne La Rose,  Patti LaMarr,  Betty Drost Lange,  Wells Lange,  Rhea  Lewis,  
Lisa Liu,  Betty Lougaris,  Ray Lynch,  Patricia Lynch,  Harry Magruder,  Katherine Maloney,  Jimmy  Maloney,  
Danny Mann,  Jackson Mann,  Susan F. Mann,  Angela Mantley,  Clay Mantley,  Maria Mantley,  Jack Marlando,  
Barbara  Masters,  Rob Matteson,  Barbara  McCormick,  John McElveney,  Marcella Meharg,  Pete Menefee,  

Susan  Merzbach,  Margaret Mgrublian,  Tony Miratti,  Asiya Mirza,  Tyler Monarch,  Joelle Montgomery,  
Peggy Muehlhausen,  R. J. Muehlhausen,  Al Nuzzo,  Patrick Oliva,  Kim O'Rourke,  Jaclyn Carmichael Palmer,  

Pete Parkin,  Aggie  Pitts,  Patricia Prickett,  Liana Ramm,  Dale Raoul,  Jason Richards,  Faith Robinson,  
Ken Robinson,  Ray Roiz,  Bill Rountree,  Jean Rountree,  Lynne Sanders,  Scott Sanders,  Kate Santore,  
Jack Scott,  Scott Sebert,  Sandra Shaw,  Gail Shoup,  Dorothy Shoup,  Diane Skrah-Devers,  Mark Soldo,  

James Terry,  Dennis Tracy,  Beverly Tracy,  Georgia Upshaw,  Joyce  Vath,  Alberta Walker,  Karen Jovon Welch,  
June  Wilkinson,  Jean Ann Wright,  Warren Wright,  Rich Young,  Crystal Young,  Courtney Young                                                                                                                   

2013 Brunch Attendees
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BRUNCH REPORT

! Oh, what a day!  The University Club was the perfect 
venue for our 60th Brunch - wood paneled room with 
beautiful paintings by Alson Clark (the man who painted 
the MainStage fire curtain) adorning the space.  In fact, all 
paintings throughout the University Club are by Clark.  
In addition to a wonderful Brunch, one was treated to an 
impromptu art exhibit.  

! The hit of the Schmooze Hour was the fabulous and 
huge across-the-decades display of our school years.   
Headshots of better known alumni, programs, and 
production stills recalled the wonderful days of the School 
of the Theatre.  There were even two large framed cast 
photos from the 1967-1968 MainStage season.  Everyone 
ohh’d and ahh’d and took photos in front of this fabulous 
spread of memories.  It was the brainchild of Ross Clark  

OUR 60th BRUNCH
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with many thanks to Ellen Bailey and Valerie Amidon for 
the hours spent collecting and helping with the layout.

! The Raffle table was overflowing with gifts, beautiful 
note cards by alumni (Nikki Harmon and Neva Wallace), 
Jeanne Joe’s latest book, a really fun exploration of Andy 
Griffith ( including a hard to find game of 
‘Mayberryopoly’ – thank you Eric Johns), and a plethora 
of gift certificates for local eateries.  Thanks to all who 
donated, but special thanks to Charlyn d’Anconia who 
did a yeoman’s job of scouring Pasadena and South Pas to 
bring PPA & A to the attention of restaurateurs and 
gathering the gift certificates. 

! Table decorations were lovely.  Each table was decked 
out in white with soft silver table runners.  The clear 
balloons with white scrollwork designs rose toward the 
ceiling from illuminated centerpieces – a first for us.  
Thanks to Bridget Furiga for her design inspiration. 
Pianist Ed Bergstrom provided a delightful musical 
background during the reception and meal.

! Each attendee was treated to a program featuring 
vintage Playhouse photographs, a collection of Neva 
Wallace’s poems from past Brunches, and a magnet with a 
photograph of the PPA & A plaque that now adorns the 
Playhouse.

! The Program was chockfull with no less than three 
giving their perspective on the Playhouse – Sheldon 
Epps, Elizabeth Doran (Executive Director), and Darrell 
Brooke, the newest Board member.  All is well and 
moving along in very capable hands.  Each speaker was 
inspiring.

! After a yummy luncheon, came the Awards.  Because 
this is our 60th year, the Board thought we should expand 
our usual number of awards to include those who have 
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done much to keep our name alive.   To that end, we had a 
whopping nine awards to most deserving honorees.  

! Rudy Behlmer was named Man of the Year.   Judy Jean 
Berns was chosen Woman of the Year.    It was my 
pleasure to present the posthumous Woman of the Year 
for Rose Freeman to her three daughters, Robin Freeman 
Bernstein, Lisa Freeman, and Susan Freeman Mann.  
Sandy Courtney was the Gilmor Brown Award honoree 
and a second Gilmor Brown Award was presented to 
Richard Vath and accepted by his widow, Joyce.  This 
Brunch saw the husband and wife team of Larry Fazio 
and Toby Kaye Fazio each awarded the Keeper of the 
Flame.  The last Keeper of the Flame went to our late 
Board member, Neva Wallace.  Her daughter, Vandy 
Wallace Altounian, accepted. The final unannounced 
award, the Pantheon Award for distinguished service to 
the PPA&A and/or the Playhouse, went to Ross Clark.

!Many of us kept the day going at the Playhouse with the 
dedication of our plaque.  The evening was complete 
after we saw “Sleepless in Seattle”.  

! This too, is a year in which the Membership Directory is 
published.  For the very first time, there is a complete 
listing of all classes by year – another first for us.  It has 
taken considerable time and effort to compile the list and 
it is a work in progress.  If you weren’t at the Brunch, do 
order one.  It’s a great walk down memory lane and a 
wonderful piece of our history.  And do let us know if you 
see an error or omission.

! Thanks to the entire Board who worked tirelessly to 
make our 60th Brunch a wonderful memory.

Anne La Rose 
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Photographs taken at the 60th 
Diamond Jubilee Brunch can be viewed 

and copies purchased at 

http://gip3.smugmug.com



   Our awardees this year came from all walks of life 
and have pursued various careers but they each have 
something in common— they attended the Pasadena 
Playhouse College and have fond memories of their 
time there.

   Our 2013 Man of 
the Year is Rudy 
B e h l m e r ( ’ 48 ) .  
Rudy ’s ca reer 
inc ludes s ta ge 
managing, directing, 
editing, researching 
and writing articles 
and books on film 
h i s tor y and on -
camera interviews 

for a variety of documentaries about Hollywood’s 
Golden Age.  He has lectured on film subjects at Cal 
State Northridge, Art Center College of Design in 
Pasadena, USC, Director’s Guild of America and at 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.  
Rudy was joined at our brunch by his wife, Stacey, son 
Curt and daughter-in-law Anna.  The 2012 Man of the 
Year, Robert Hecker, presented his award.

   Our 2013 Women of the 
Year is Judy Jean Berns 
(‘66).  Judy Jean’s career has 
a lways been acting.  
Whether in regional 
theatres f rom 
Sacramento, CA to 
Edinburgh, Scotland, on 
television with roles on 
Dragnet, Eight Is Enough, 
West Wing and Scrubs, 

and in films, she is pursuing the career she loves.  
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Recently, she began forging a new career in 
commercials, which she says affords her the 
opportunity to do theatre.  The 2012 Woman of the 
Year, Nikki Harmon, presented Judy Jean with her 
award.

   An additional 2013 
Woman of the Year 
was awarded to Rose 
Freeman ( ‘49 ) 
posthumously.  Rose’s 
acting career (aka 
Joan Taylor) ran from 
the late 1940’s 
through the 1950’s 
and into the early 
1960’s.  Her many 

roles were in westerns and sci-fi classics but her most 
treasured role was that of Miss Millie on The 
Rifleman.   After the death of her husband Leonard in 
1974, Rose took over the production of the original 
Hawaii Five-O  television series which Leonard had 
created and produced.  She continued to oversee it 
through syndication and into its rebirth in 2010.  
Awards Committee Member, Anne La Rose, presented 
the award to her three daughters, Robin Freeman 
Bernstein, Lisa Freeman and Susan Freeman Mann.  
They were joined at the brunch by Robin’s husband, 
Nat and son, Matthew; Susan’s husband, Danny and 
son, Jackson and daughters Heather and Lindsey, and 
Rose’s great-grandson, 11 month-old Freeman.

2013 HONOREES
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   The 2013 Gilmor 
Brown Award 
awardee is Sandy 
Courtney ( ’57).  
Sandy pursued an 
acting career until 
she retired to raise 
her family.  While 
her children were 
growing up she 
begin putting on 
shows for the Jr. 
Women’s Club, 

singing and dancing for Brownie and Girl Scout troops 
and producing  the Honorary Service PTA shows for all 
13 schools in Rialto, California.  In 1982 Sandy was 
approached by the Parks and Recreation Board and 
asked to start a non-profit Community theatre.  She 
had the use of the high school gymnasium and the 
Senior Center for rehearsal and all the funds she could 
raise herself!  After 8 long years in the gym, a proper 150 
theatre was built and dedicated January 20, 1990.  Many, 
many shows and fundraisers later, the Rialto 
Community Theatre was renamed the Sandy R. 
Courtney Community Playhouse on June 16, 2012 in 
appreciation of all her efforts.   Sandy’s husband, Don 
and her daughter, Jill and her family, and daughter, 
Crystal and her family, were there to celebrate with 
Sandy.  2012 Gilmor Brown Award winner, Michael 
Edwards, presented Sandy with her award.
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   Our other 2013 
Gi lmor Brown 
Award went to 
Richard Vath 
(’50) (posthumously).  
R i c h a r d 
graduated magna 
cum laude from 
the Pa sadena 
P l a y h o u s e 
Co l l ege o f 
Theat re Ar t s .  
He then went on 

to act in and/or direct theatrical productions across 
the United States as well as several other countries.  
After his retirement to Mexico, he helped build the 
Lakeside Little Theatre.  He also directed 22 plays 
and wrote a column for a local newspaper.  He later 
authored two books about his life in the theatre.   
Richard served as president of the PPA&A from 1982 
until 1987. His wife Joyce Vath and friend and 
Alumnus Tod Jonson were there to accept his award 
which was presented by Awards Committee Member, 
Lenore Almanzar.

   Our 2013 
Keeper o f the 
Flame Awardees 
are Toby Kaye 
Fazio  ( ’65) and 
L a r r y Fa z i o 
(’65).  Toby Kaye 
specialized in TV 
and commercials 
and was Magician 
Chuck Jones ’ 

assistant for 22 years.  Larry spent 25 years stage 
managing at the Music Center, the Dorothy Chandler 
Pavilion and theatres across the U.S. and other 
countries.  Since their retirement from theatre, they 
have both devoted endless energy assisting in the 
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PPA&A archives at the Playhouse.  Since they are 
alumni, they are familiar with the school’s history which 
is a true asset.  Larry is also a tour guide for the 
Playhouse, helping with the many groups who wish to 
see all of the Pasadena Playhouse.  Our 2012 Keeper of 
the Flame, Robert M. Furiga, presented Toby Kaye and 
Larry their awards.

   An additional 2013 
Keeper of the Flame 
award went to Neva 
Wal lace ( ’ 53 ) , 
(p o s t h u m o u s l y ) .   
Neva was an 
amazing artist and 
prolific poet.  She 
generously allowed 
the PPA&A to use 
her Playhouse 
illustrations for the 
Sumid Scholarship 
brochures, notecards, 

our directories, newsletters and our website. She wrote 
and presented original poems at seven of our brunches.  
Neva was the recording secretary for the PPA&A from 
2003 to 2008 and again in 2008 until her passing.  She 
was a meticulous recording secretary and spent hours 
and hours keeping the organization on track.  Awards 
Committee Chair, Bridget Furiga, presented Neva’s 
award to her daughter Vandy who was accompanied by 
her husband, Arman, son Nicholas and his wife, Bryce, 
and Neva’s grandnephew, Scott.
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   The one award that 
was not announced 
until the day of the 
brunch was the 2013 
Pantheon Award 
presented to Ross 
Clark ( ’69 ) by 
PPA&A President, 
Valerie Amidon.  The 
Pantheon Award is 
given for distinguished 

service to the PPA&A and/or the Playhouse.   Valerie 
described Ross’ many contributions to the PPA&A 
such as creating the website and e-newsletter, 
revamping the membership database (so that it actually 
works!) which allows us to send email blasts when we 
have important news for the membership.  She cited his 
dedication over 3 years digitizing archival materials of 
the school and the theatre.  Ross also produced and 
directed three children’s theatre productions that were 
presented in the Carrie Hamilton Theatre and has 
joined The Friends ushering Playhouse productions 
when needed.
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At the conclusion of the Brunch, many of the 
attendees made their way to the Playhouse for the 
dedication of the Plaque commemorating the “Life of 
the Pasadena Playhouse College of Theatre Arts”.  I 
was happy to be asked to lead that dedication with 
the following words:

Our “Happy P lace” . So n ice to be ab le to 
commemorate it for others to see.   I presume most 
of those here today are Alumni, but if you are not, 
just ask one of them about this school that was once 
“World Famous”.   This place holds so many 
memories for most of us as one of the happiest times 
of our lives.  This Plaque is here to let the rest of the 
world know about it.

There were many years when we weren’t sure that the 
Theatre would continue to exist.   I was lucky 
enough to be President of the PPA&A for nine of 
those years, and let me tell you, I wouldn’t have 
gotten through them without the help of Peggy 
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Ebright.  She doesn’t know how to give up.  I also 
had the help of a great Board of Directors, one of 
which is still on the Board, RJ Muelhausen.   And 
then along came Jim Kent, Tony di Milo, Richard 
Vath, John McElveny, Pete Parkin and presently 
Valerie Amidon who put in several years keeping this 
organization together.

It is amazing to me that the spirit of the school 
survived, so strong, without benefit of a football or 
basketball team.   Anyway, this school produced 
many great actors, directors, designers and writers, 
many of them stars and most an asset to the artistic 
community in cities, large and small, all over this 
country and several others.

We are extremely happy that, today, there is still a 
glimmer of hope for others to experience what we felt 
in those happy days.   Enjoy the show tonight and 
please let us know if any of you spot Gilmor’s ghost.

Ross Eastty

PLAQUE DEDICATION
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Thanks to John 
McElveney, we have 
several hours of video 
of the 60th Anniversary 
Brunch. Over the next 
couple of months we 
will be posting edited 
segments on the 
Pasadena Playhouse 
Alumni & Associates 
WEB site for you to 
enjoy. As the videos 
go up we will keep 
you informed or you 
can check the WEB 
site at www.ppa-a.org 
to see the latest!
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WE GET LETTERS

Dear Bridget
Thank you for asking me to introduce Judy--I now have 
a new good friend.
The brunch was great--I saw so many unexpected faces 
this year.   Did I tell you that Lisa Freeman went to 
school with my younger sister Randi, and that they 
were playmates as kids?   It's been over 50 years since 
I've seen her so it was a nice surprise for both of us!
Thank you again for including me this year-- it was a lot 
of fun!!!
Nikki (Harmon ’65)
 
Dear Bridget,
I just wanted to tell you what a pleasure it was to meet 
you (at last!)   and to thank you for all your efforts 
putting together the event of June 9th.   It was--and 
will remain--a high point of my life!
Many Thanks!,
Judy (Berns ’66)
 
From Rudy (Behlmer ’48) and Stacy:
It was a lovely event and thank you to the PPA&A for 
honoring me.  We both had a wonderful time.
 
From Earl Holliman (’52):
What a wonderful event!  The University Club was a 
great place and the food was very good.  The archives 
display was very impressive and very interesting.  
Congratulations on this year's celebration.   I thought 
it was beautifully done.
From Georgia Upshaw (’66):
This is a belated but heartfelt thank you for everything 
You and the PPAA Board did to make our June 9th 
Brunch memorable and wonderful in every way.
 
What an inspiring and unifying and 'onwards' 
encouraging time it was.  I was especially grateful to 
be able to stay for the dedication of the plaque in the 
Playhouse Courtyard and see the show that evening.

From Neva Wallace’s (’53) family:
Thank you for yesterday... 
The day was such a lovely tribute to mom 
Seeing her poems and sketches there was very moving 
for all of us. 
I made contact with Ellen and I am going to be giving 
her some pictures.  Thank you 

Don Frabotta (’69) has 
been up to fun playing 
the Mad Hatter. He 
writes ...it was fun....for 
those in the dark....this 
was a fundraiser for the 
Ecotarium in Worcester 
( former Sc ience 
Museum ) and they 
currently have an Alice 
In Wonderland exhibit 
for k ids (and adu l t 
kids)...the hat belongs to 
the museum.. .I don't 
ha ve room for i t 

anyway!!!!!!!!  'Twas fun..... If you would like to see 
a picture of Don in full Mad Hatter dress check 
out the electronic version of the newsletter.

J a c l y n 
Palmer (’62) 
writes: “Hi All, 
I'm doing this 
te r r i f i c web 
se r ie s and I 
would love to 
have you like us 
on f acebook 
and twi t te r. 

We've done a table read and photo shoot for the 
webpage.  It is funny and touching.” Check it out 
at: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Defining-Mel/
555360617836928?ref=ts&fref=ts  
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Alumni  Doings
continued from page 3.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Defining-Mel/555360617836928?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Defining-Mel/555360617836928?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Defining-Mel/555360617836928?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Defining-Mel/555360617836928?ref=ts&fref=ts


From Sheldon Epps:
...what a great turnout you had this year. LOTS of 
good energy.  Everyone seemed to have a wonderful 
time....I did too!

From Rose Freeman’s (’49) family:
Many thanks for taking such good care of our 
mother's legacy! It was a very special brunch and 
celebration.
With our deepest gratitude,
Robin, Lisa and Susan

From Janice Hoberg (’50):
What a terrific job you all put on.  We had such a 
marvelous time visiting old friends.  My dear friend 
Tod Jonson is a special friend.  He arranged, a number 
of years ago, for our cast of "Driving Miss Daisy" to 
perform at their Lakeside Theatre in Ajijic, Mexico 
where he used to live.  It was such fun.  I've now done 
4 different productions of the play.  (Probably the 
only play I can remember!! !)  More difficult 
remembering lines at 84.  I'm directing a production 
of "Camping with Henry and Tom" in October at our 
Chautauqua Playhouse here in Sacramento.  (NO 
LINES)!!!
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Photos from the original 
Wall of Fame at the 
Playhouse on display at 
the 60th Alumni and 
Associates Brunch. To 
see more photos from 
the brunch be sure to 
visit the Alumni WEB 
site.

 www.ppa-a.org



Recently I was gifted the book, “Hallmark Hall of 
Fame: The first 50 Years” from the UCLA Film and 
Television Archives.   Eager to recall all of the 
wonderful shows I’ve seen over the years, I devoured 
the book almost immediately upon receipt.  

Hallmark Hall of Fame debuted 24 December 1951 
with “Amahl and the Night Visitors”, and re-aired the 
show twice in 1952.          

In April 1953, the second Hallmark show, “Hamlet” 
with Maurice Evans aired.  This “Hamlet” was set in 
the Victorian period and won a Christopher Award.  
Albert McCleery, MainStage Executive Director in 
the last years, directed another Hallmark show, “A 
Christmas Festival in 1959.

Our next alumnus seen on the Hall of Fame was Don 
DeFore, Class of 1936.  His show was “A Punt, A Pass 
and A Prayer” in 1968.   This sports drama was 
notable because it was an early effort to introduce 
contemporary themes to the repertoire of classics, 
revivals, and historical biographies.

From our 1968 class, Jon DeVries (known as Peter 
DeVries at the Playhouse) was a principal in the much 
acclaimed “Sarah, Plain and Tall”, with Glenn Close 
and Christopher Walken originally airing in 1991, with 
an encore in 1992.  This show was one of the most 
popular Hallmark presentations and was the highest 
rated television movie of the 1990s.  Two successful 
sequels were spawned and all three garnered several 
Emmy nominations.  Jon Devries was also part of the 
first sequel, “Skylark”, shown in 1993.

Horton Foote, Class of 1935, wrote the teleplay for 
William Faulkner’s short story, “Old Man”.  Foote 
received an Emmy for the teleplay and the Los 
Angeles Times lauded Horton’s compelling script as 
‘superb’.  The production won both a Humanitas 
Prize and a Christopher Award for the life-affirming 
message.  The production aired in 1997.

Over the years, hundreds of talented folks have been 
part of these productions.  Among the talent listed 
are these four Playhouse alumni.  Sadly, the book only 

ALUMNI PART of HALLMARK 
HALL of FAME
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WHAT OTHERS ARE 
SAYING

lists lead players. If all participants were listed the 
Playhouse Alumni would have been many times more.

 Anne Cheek La Rose 

Up until two years ago Anne Fliotsis, Director of 
Theatre at Purdue University, had never heard of the 
existence of the Pasadena Playhouse College of 
Theatre Arts. After calling the Playhouse archives and 
learning how famous it was she became extremely 
interested in it and decided that after completing her 
other writing commitments she wanted to research 
and publish an article about the history of the school.

In June this project finally took a leap forward. Anne 
came out to California, spent time doing research at 
the Huntington Library and UCLA as well as the 
Playhouse archives. She had the opportunity to meet 
and chat with several alums when she attended the 
alumni brunch. Now she is back at Purdue with all 
her notes and pictures and fond memories of the 
Pasadena Playhouse. We will wait to hear about the 
next chapter.

Now with the new plaque in the patio regarding the 
school, more and more people will be aware that 
there once was a very famous theatre school here.

Ellen Bailey
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From the Editor:
Taking the reins of Stage Whispers after Ellen Bailey 
is no easy task but with your help we can keep it going 
forward in her tradition. If you have information on 
shows alumni are doing, stories and pictures to share 
or just want to drop us a line and say “Hi!” to your 
classmates, send me an email to newsletter@PPA-
A.org or snail mail to Pasadena Playhouse Alumni & 
Assoc., P.O. Box 291, Pasadena, CA 91102-0291. We 
hope you like the new look of Stage Whispers  and be 
sure to check out the electronic version which is full 
of photographs.

Ross Clark



Ha r r y L e w i s ( ’40 ) , who 
started as an actor in films 
such as “Key Largo” and went 
on to found the Hamburger 
Hamlet and Kate Mantilini 
restaurants with his wife 
Marilyn, died of natural causes 
Sunday June 9, in Beverly Hills. 
He was 93.
Born in Hollywood, he started 

acting in the Air Force during WWII and was signed 
to Warner Bros. when he left the military. He met his 
future wife Marilyn when she came to see him several 
nights in a row at the Pasadena Playhouse. In “Key 
Largo,” he played Edward “Toots” bass, a member of 
Edward G. Robinson’s gang.
Harry Lewis is survived by his wife Marilyn, sons 
David and Adam and five grandchildren.

James Hobson ( ’48) was 
born on December 30, 1922 in 
Chica go , I l l ino i s . James 
attended public school, St. 
John's Military Academy and 
Purdue University. Drafted 
into the army in 1943. He was 
assigned to the 397th Field 
Artillery in France, Italy and 
Germany and was awarded the 

Bronze Star for stopping an artillery barrage. 
He also attended Signal Corps Motion Picture School 
in London and was discharged in 1946. In the same 
year, he attended the Pasadena Playhouse where he 
met Elsie Holmes, a talented and successful actress in 
stage and movies from Yazoo City, Mississippi. They 
married in 1950. 
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James began his career as a cameraman for Channel 
13, KLAC TV in 1949. He made the transition to 
producer director in 1952 with "The Liberace Show". 
He became director of "The Lawrence Welk Show" in 
1955 and in 1962 became the producer/director of the 
Welk show until his retirement in 1986. 
After Elsie Hobson died in 2001, James met actress, 
singer and writer Ashley Aarons.  James Hobson died 
in his wife's arms in Santa Monica on April 26, 2013.

We have received word of the passing of Raymond 
Dean Williams (’55) from Carol Williams: his wife:
“This is to let you know that my husband, Raymond 
Dean Williams, of the class of '55, died of liver cancer 
on March 11, 2013. His time studying there meant a 
great deal to him as did several of the friendships that 
grew there--especially Kim O'Rourke and Gene 
DeWild.”

We have received word of the passing of long time 
Playhouse patron and Alumna Eleanor Walker (’41). 
Her daughter, Alberta, told us the story that Eleanor’s 
husband informed her it was “either the Playhouse or 
me” and of course she chose to marry him.  However, 
Eleanor never forgot her time at the Playhouse and 
was an avid supporter of the Playhouse and the 
Alumni throughout her life.

If you know of the passing of an Alumnus we would 
appreciate a note so we can include a mention in this 
newsletter. You can send us a full obituary or just a 
few lines about them. We would also invite you to 
send a picture (even one from their time at the 
Playhouse would be wonderful) and it will appear in 
the electronic version of Stage Whispers and on our 
WEB site

FINAL CURTAIN
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The 2013 MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY

! The latest - and greatest - PPA&A Membership 
Directory is now available.  What makes this version 
so great is that we have been toiling long and hard to 
create a class listing that includes the names of all the 
students who ever attended the Pasadena Playhouse 
College of Theatre Arts from its earliest class in 1930 
to its very last in 1969.
! Many school records were lost after the college 
closed, and it has been a difficult process to sort and 
pull together information from many sources.  By no 
means is our reconstituted class list complete or 
perfectly correct.  And, that’s where you come in.  
! If you see an error - some one posted to the 
wrong year?  Name misspelled? A duplication in a 
name?  Tell us!  This class list is a work in progress and 
we need your input to make it even better.
! The 2013 directory also sports a glossy color 
photograph of the new PPCTA bronze plaque that 
now adorns the entrance to the patio as its cover.
! You can obtain a copy of the new membership 
directory by sending $  3.75 (for shipping and handling) 
to the PPA&A, P.O. Box 291, Pasadena, CA 91102-0291.

AT THE PLAYHOUSE

For tickets:  http://www.pasadenaplayhouse.org/

Don’t miss a minute of the fun at the Playhouse, 
encourage your friends to subscribe too!

CLICK TO SUBSCRIBE

http://www.pasadenaplayhouse.org/box-office/special-events/road-to-palooza-a-cirque-variety-spectacular.html
http://www.pasadenaplayhouse.org/box-office/special-events/road-to-palooza-a-cirque-variety-spectacular.html
http://www.pasadenaplayhouse.org/subscribe/
http://www.pasadenaplayhouse.org/subscribe/

